
Dear XXX MP, 

 

Many thanks for your response 

 

I am aware of the curriculum content that you mention but from my personal 

experience, as a pupil currently at school, it is nowhere near enough.  

 

You said in your reply to me that ‘Climate change is an important part of the national 

curriculum, with the fundamental concepts taught at primary school, before progressing 

to the causes and consequences at secondary school’, but I do not think this is correct, 

as it is the concept of climate (not climate change) that is covered in primary schools. 

There is a big difference between climate and climate change.  

 

I also think it is a real problem that much of the content you refer to is taught in 

geography GCSE, which is not compulsory.  

  

In my experience, the lessons I have had on climate change in science have been 

centred on what the climate is and evidence of global warming. There has been virtually 

no content on what might happen in the future, or what our generation needs to do in 

response.  

 

So much of what we learn across all our lessons seems out of touch given the climate 

emergency and ecological crisis.  

 

The curriculum is only a small part of what needs to change, in part because it does not 

cover academies or universities. I feel Government needs to ensure that all students, 

regardless of what they are studying, are taught the truth about the climate emergency, 

and that we are prepared to both face it and fix it.  

 

UKSCN and Oxfam published research last year that’s showed that 75% of teachers felt 

they haven’t received adequate training to educate students about climate change, and a 

survey by NUS last year found that only 4% of students felt they know a lot about 

climate change. The Government needs to retrofit teachers and lecturers with the 

information, so they can teach us what we need to know. I know for a fact I know more 

about this than many of my teachers, and that surely is worrying to you.  

 

I would very much encourage you to attend the Teach the Future parliamentary 

reception on 26 Feb 2020, that I referenced in my email, so you can meet pupils like me. 

We can tell you what we have, and haven’t, been taught, and you can hear more about 

the solutions we are proposing, that I hope you will be able to support 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

XXX (15) 

 

 

Dear XXX, 

 

Thank you for contacting me about climate change and the 

curriculum. Climate change is an important part of the national 

curriculum, with the fundamental concepts taught at primary school, 

before progressing to the causes and consequences at secondary school. 

 



For instance, in primary school science, pupils are taught to observe 

changes across the seasons, including the weather, and they look at how 

environments can change as a result of human activities. In secondary 

school science, pupils are taught about biodiversity, ecosystems, the 

atmosphere and the carbon cycle, as well as about the production of carbon 

dioxide by human activity and the effect this has on the climate.   
 

Science GCSE gives pupils the opportunity to consider the evidence for 

additional anthropogenic causes of climate change. Furthermore, a new 

environmental science A Level was introduced in 2017 which will enable 

young people to study topics that will enhance their understanding of 

climate change and how it can be addressed. 
 

The geography curriculum at Key Stages 3 and 4 includes content 

designed to enable pupils to understand ways in which human and physical 

processes interact to influence and change the climate, as well as 

environments and landscapes. It also includes content on the change in 

climate from the Ice Age to the present day. GCSE geography gives pupils 

an opportunity to consider the causes, consequences of and responses to 

extreme weather conditions and natural weather hazards. 
 

Yours, 
 

XXX MP 

 


